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Embodied Integrity, Shaping Surgeries, 
and the Profoundly Disabled Child

A presentation by Michael Thomson
Professor of Law & Director of the Centre for Law and Social Justice, 

University of Leeds School of Law

Recourse to the value of bodily integrity has become 

increasingly prevalent in legal studies and decision-making. 

Notwithstanding this corporeal turn, the value is often 

accepted with little interrogation of what it might actually 

mean. This presentation builds on recent work which has 

sought to develop a richer understanding of bodily integrity,

providing a clearer justification for the growing reliance on 

this jurisprudential value. 

Lite refreshments will be served.  


